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Dr Vivien Noakes, nee Langley [1937-2011], was a world authority on artist, 
poet and travel writer Edward Lear and a leading scholar of the First World 
War.  



 
She attended Dunottar	School and began training as a nurse before marrying 
the portrait painter Michael Noakes [1933-2018] in 1960. Her acclaimed 
biography of Lear, ‘The Life of a Wanderer’ was published in 1968. In 1985 she 
was guest curator of a major exhibition of Lear’s work at the Royal Academy, 
for which she also wrote the catalogue. In her fifties, she took a first class 
degree in English at Oxford University. This was followed by a PhD at 
Somerville College. She lectured on the poet and artist Isaac Rosenberg, whose 
work in the Imperial War Museum she had catalogued, and published further 
books on Rosenberg culminating in 2008 with the Oxford University Press 
edition of all his work. But her interest in the First World War was far-reaching. 
Two of her uncles enlisted in 1914 and both of them died from injuries 
received in the war.  She was a member of the Oxford First World War Poetry 
Steering Committee and edited ‘Voices of Silence: The Alternative Book of 
First World War Poetry’.  
 
In 1996, Dr Noakes was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. 
Throughout her career she lectured to universities, museums and galleries 
across Europe and the USA. 
 
What is offered here is the research library of a meticulous and much-acclaimed 
scholar and author, which includes many highly collectable and rare items. The 
collection contains over 460 volumes. Apart from First World War poetry and 
literature, there are memoirs, diaries and letters of soldiers, nurses and doctors, 
as well as many academic histories and studies. 
 
Nearly all the books include Vivien Noakes’s pencilled notes and marginal 
markings as well as a record of when and where the books were purchased. A 
number of the books were given to her by the authors; some include 
correspondence and cuttings. There are also invitations, tickets and service 
cards to ceremonies and dedications. 
 
For further information, including a full list of the titles, 
Please contact, R.G. Watkins Books and Prints,  
7 Water Street, Barrington, Ilminster, Somerset TA19 0JR 
Telephone 01460 54188                                  email inquiries@rgwatkins.co.uk 
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